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Making choices in using this Lectionary 
 
At the beginning of the liturgical year, some decisions in principle need to be made: 
• During Sundays after Pentecost, whether to use the ‘Complementary track’ or 

the ‘Semi-continuous track’ at the Holy Eucharist; the Complementary track has 
the first reading chosen for its relationship to the Gospel reading of the day; the 
Semi-continuous track has the first reading stays over several weeks with one 
Old Testament book being read semi-continuously; it is advised that once a track 
is chosen, it is used consistently through the year; 

• On weekdays, whether to use the Daily Eucharistic Lectionary (column 3) con-
sistently (with the exception of Principal Feasts, Principal Holy Days and Festivals) 
or to make use of the Lesser Festival provision (column 2, and often referring to 
the Commons of the Saints) 

 
Where optional additional verses or psalms are set, the references are placed in 
square brackets […]. A simple choice between two alternative readings is indicated 
by an italicised or that is placed between the references. 
 
All Bible references (except to the psalms) are to the New Revised Standard Version, 
Anglicized edition (1995). Those who use other Bible translations should check the 
verse numbers against the NRSV. References to the psalms are to the Common Worship 
Psalter. 
 
Certain Days and Occasions Commonly Observed 
 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity may be observed from 18 to 25 January 
2026. 
 
Education Sunday may be observed on any Sunday in September. 
 
The Feast of Dedication is observed on the anniversary of the dedication or con-
secration of a church, or, when the actual date is unknown, on 4 October 2026. 
 
Days of Discipline and Self-Denial are the weekdays of Lent and all Fridays in the 
year, except all Principal Feasts and Festivals outside Lent and Fridays between Easter 
Day and Pentecost. The eves of Principal Feasts are also appropriately kept as days of 
discipline and self-denial in preparation for the feast. 
 
Days of Fasting and Abstinence is traditionally kept on the forty days of Lent, the 
Ember Days at the four seasons, the three Rogation Days, and all Fridays in the year 
except Christmas Day. 
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Key to Liturgical Colours 

Appropriate liturgical colours are suggested in Column 1. The colour for a particular 
service should reflect the predominant theme. If the Collect, Readings, etc. on a Lesser 
Festival are those of the saint, then either red (for a martyr) or white is used; other-
wise, the colour of the season is retained. 

When a lower-case letter accompanies an upper-case letter, the lower-case letter 
indicates the liturgical colour appropriate to the Lesser Festival of that day, while the 
upper-case letter indicates the continuing seasonal colour. 

W White 
WW  Gold or white 
R Red 
P Purple (may vary from ‘Roman purple’ to violet, with blue as an alternative; a 

Lent array of sackcloth may be used in Lent, and Rose pink on the Third 
Sunday of Advent and Fourth Sunday of Lent) 

G Green 

Principal Feasts, Holy Days and Festivals 

Principal Feasts and other Principal Holy Days are printed in BOLD CAPITALS in 
the Lectionary. 

When Patronal and Dedication Festivals are kept as Principal Feasts, they may be 
transferred to the nearest Sunday, unless that day is already either a Principal Feast or 
the First Sunday of Advent, The Baptism of Christ, the First Sunday of Lent or Palm 
Sunday. 

Festivals are printed in Bold typeface.  Some Festivals are provided with an optional 
First Evening Prayer (First EP). When it is observed, the liturgical colour for the next 
day should be used at that First Evening Prayer. 

Lesser Festivals and Commemorations 

Lesser Festivals are printed in normal typeface and are observed at the level appropri-
ate to a particular church. The readings and psalms for The Common of the Saints 
are listed on page 5. In addition, there are special readings appropriate to the 
Festival listed in Column 1. The daily psalms and readings at Morning and Evening 
Prayer are not usually superseded by those for Lesser Festivals. 

Commemorations are printed in italic typeface. They do not have Collect, psalm or 
readings, but may be observed by mention in prayers of intercession and thanksgiving. 
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For local reasons, or where there is an established tradition in the wider Church, they 
may be kept as Lesser Festivals using the appropriate material from The Common of 
the Saints. Equally, it may be desirable to observe some Lesser Festivals as Commem-
orations. 
 
If a Lesser Festival or a Commemoration falls on a Principal Feast, Principal Holy Day, 
Sunday or Festival, it is not normally observed that year. Lesser Festivals and Com-
memorations (shown in italics) which, for this reason, would not be celebrated in 2025-
26 are listed below, so that, if desired, they may be mentioned in prayers of interces-
sion and thanksgiving: 
 

2025 
December 
7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Teacher of 

the Faith 
14 John of the Cross, Poet, Teacher of 

the Faith 
George Smith, First Bishop of Victoria, 
Hong Kong 

29 Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Martyr 

 
2026 
March 
1 David, Bishop of Menevia, Patron of 

Wales 
31 John Donne, Priest, Poet 
 
April 
1 Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest, 

Teacher of the Faith 
9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran Pastor, 

Martyr 
19 Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Martyr 
 
May 
24 John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, 

Hymn Writers 

June 
1 Justin, Martyr at Rome 
28 Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, Teacher of 

the Faith 
 
July 
26 Anne and Joachim, Parents of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
September 
13 John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constan-

tinople, Teacher of the Faith 
20 The Martyrs of Korea 
27 Vincent de Paul, Founder of the Con-

gregation of the Mission (Lazarists) 
 
October 
4 Francis of Assisi, Friar, Deacon, 

Founder of the Friars Minor 
 
November 
22 Cecilia, Martyr at Rome 
 
December 
6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra 
29 Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Can-

terbury, Martyr
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The Common of the Saints 
 
The Blessed Virgin Mary 
Genesis 3. 8-15, 20; Isaiah 7. 10-14;  

Micah 5. 1-4 
Psalm 45. 10-17; 113; 131 
Acts 1. 12-13; Romans 8. 18-30; Galatians 4. 4-

7 
Luke 1.26-38; 1. 39-47; John 19. 25-27 
 
Martyrs 
2 Chronicles 24. 17-21; Isaiah 43. 1-7; Jere-
miah 11. 18-20; Wisdom 4. 10-15 
Psalms 3; 11; 31. 1-5; 44. 18-24; 126 
Romans 8. 35-end; 2 Corinthians 4. 7-15; 2 

Timothy 2. 3-7 [8-13]; 
Hebrews 11. 32-end; 1 Peter 4. 12-end; 

Revelation 12. 10-12a 
Matthew 10. 16-22; 10. 28-39; 16. 24-26; John 
12. 24-26; 15. 18-21 

 
Teachers of the Faith and Spiritual 
Writers  
1 Kings 3. [6-10] 11-14; Proverbs 4. 1-9; Wis-
dom 7. 7-10, 15-16; 

Ecclesiasticus 39. 1-10 
Psalms 19. 7-10; 34. 11-17; 37. 31-35; 119. 89-
96; 119. 97-104 
1 Corinthians 1. 18-25; 2. 1-10; 2. 9-end; 
Ephesians 3. 8-12; 2 Timothy 4. 1-8; 

Titus 2. 1-8 
Matthew 5. 13-19; 13. 52-end; 23. 8-12; Mark 
4. 1-9; John 16. 12-15 

 
Bishops and Other Pastors 
I Samuel 16. 1, 6-13; Isaiah 6. 1-8; Jeremiah 1. 
4-10; Ezekiel 3. 16-21; Malachi 2. 5-7 
Psalms 1; 15; 16. 5-end; 96; 110 
Acts 20. 28-35; 1 Corinthians 4. 1-5; 2 Corin-
thians 4. 1-10 (or 1-2, 5-7); 5.⁠ ⁠14-20; 

1 Peter 5. 1-4 
Matthew 11. 25-end; 24. 42-46; John 10. 11-
16; 15.⁠ ⁠9-17; 21. 15-17 

 

Members of Religious Communities  
I Kings 19. 9-18; Proverbs 10. 27-end; Song of 

Solomon 8. 6-7; Isaiah 61.10 - 62.5; Hosea 2. 
14-15, 19-20 

Psalms 34. 1-8; 112. 1-9; 119. 57-64; 123; 131 
Acts 4. 32-35; 2 Corinthians 10.17 - 11.2; Phi-
lippians 3. 7-14; 1 John 2. 15-17; 

Revelation 19. 1, 5-9 
Matthew 11. 25-end; 19. 3-12; 19. 23-end; 
Luke 9. 57-end; 12. 32-37 
 
Missionaries 
Isaiah 52. 7-10; 61. 1-3a; Ezekiel 34. 11-16; Jo-
nah 3. 1-5 
Psalms 67; 87; 97; 100; 117 
Acts 2. 14, 22-36; 13. 46-49; 16. 6-10; 26. 19-
23; Romans 15. 17-21; 

2 Corinthians 5.11 - 6.2 
Matthew 9. 35-end; 28. 16-end; Mark 16. 15-
20; Luke 5. 1-11; 10. 1-9 
 
Any Saint 
Genesis 12. 1-4; Proverbs 8. 1-11; Micah 6. 6-
8; Ecclesiasticus 2. 7-13 [14-end] 
Psalms 32; 33. 1-5; 119. 1-8; 139. 1-4 [5-12]; 
145. 8-14 
Ephesians 3. 14-19; 6. 11-18; Hebrews 13. 7-8, 
15-16; James 2. 14-17; 

1 John 4. 7-16; Revelation 21. [1-4] 5-7 
Matthew 19. 16-21; 25. 1-13; 25. 14-30; John 
15. 1-8; 17.⁠ ⁠20-end 
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Special Occasions 
 
The Guidance of the Holy Spirit 
Proverbs 24. 3-7; Isaiah 30.15-21; Wisdom 9. 

13-17 
Psalms 25. 1-9; 104. 26-33; 143. 8-10 
 
The Commemoration of the Faithful De-
parted  
Lamentations 3. 17-26, 31-33 or Wisdom 3. 1-9 
Psalm 23 or 27. 1-6, 16-end 
Romans 5. 5-11 or 1 Peter 1. 3-9 
John 5. 19-25 or 6. 37-40 
 
Rogation Days 
Deuteronomy 8. 1-10; 1 Kings 8. 35-40; Job 28. 

1-11 
Psalms 104. 21-30; 107. 1-9; 121 
Philippians 4. 4-7; 2 Thessalonians 3. 6-13; 1 

John 5. 12-15 
Matthew 6. 1-15; Mark 11. 22-24; Luke 11. 5-13 
 
Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

Year A 
Deuteronomy 8. 7-18 or 28. 1-14 
Psalm 65 
2 Corinthians 9. 6-end 
Luke 12. 16-30 or 17. 11-19 
 
Year B 
Joel 2. 21-27 
Psalm 126 
1 Timothy 2. 1-7 or 6. 6-10 
Matthew 6. 25-33 
 
Year C 
Deuteronomy 26. 1-11 
Psalm 100 
Philippians 4. 4-9 or Revelation 14. 14-18 
John 6. 25-35 

 
Mission and Evangelism 
Isaiah 49. 1-6; 52. 7-10; Micah 4. 1-5 
Psalms 2; 46; 67 
Acts 17. 12-end; 2 Corinthians 5.14 - 6.2; Ephe-

sians 2. 13-end 
Matthew 5. 13-16; 28. 16-end; John 17. 20-end 
 
 
 

The Unity of the Church 
Jeremiah 33. 6-9a; Ezekiel 36. 23-28; Zephaniah 

3. 16-end 
Psalms 100; 122; 133 
Ephesians 4. 1-6; Colossians 3. 9-17; 1 John 4. 9-

15 
Matthew 18. 19-22; John 11. 45-52; 17. 11b-23 
 
The Peace of the World 
Isaiah 9. 1-6; 57. 15-19; Micah 4. 1-5 
Psalms 40. 14-17; 72. 1-7; 85. 8-13 
Philippians 4. 6-9; 1 Timothy 2. 1-6; James 3. 13-

18 
Matthew 5. 43-end; John 14. 23-29; 15. 9-17 
 
Social Justice and Responsibility 
Isaiah 32. 15-end; Amos 5. 21-24; 8. 4-7; Acts 5. 

1-11 
Psalms 31. 21-24; 85. 1-7; 146. 5-10 
Colossians 3. 12-15; James 2. 1-4 
Matthew 5. 1-12; 25. 31-end; Luke 16. 19-end 
 
Ministry (including Ember Days) 
Numbers 11. 16-17, 24-29; 27. 15-end; 1 Samuel 

16. 1-13a; Isaiah 6. 1-8; 61. 1-3; Jeremiah 1. 4-
10 

Psalms 40. 8-13; 84. 8-12; 89. 19-25; 101. 1-5, 7; 
122 

Acts 20. 28-35; 1 Corinthians 3. 3-11; Ephesians 
4. 4-16; Philippians 3. 7-14 

Luke 4. 16-21; 12. 35-43; 22. 24-27; John 4. 31-
38; 15. 5-17 

 
In Time of Trouble 
Genesis 9. 8-17; Job 1. 13-end; Isaiah 38. 6-11 
Psalms 86. 1-7; 107. 4-15; 142. 1-7 
Romans 3. 21-26; 8. 18-25; 2 Corinthians 8. 1-5, 

9 
Mark 4. 35-end; Luke 12. 1-7; John 16. 31-end 
 
For Synod 
Isaiah 55. 1-13 
Psalm 19. 7-14 
2 Corinthians 4. 1-10 
John 15. 1-11 
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For the Nation 
Isaiah 26. 1-8 
Psalm 47 
Romans 13. 1-10 
Mark 12. 13-17 
 
For Social Service 
Zechariah 8. 3-12, 16-17 
Psalm 146 or Psalm 22. 22-27 
1 Peter 4. 7-11 
Mark 10. 42-52 
 

For Education 
Deuteronomy 6. 4-9, 20-25 
Psalm 78. 1-7 
2 Timothy 3. 14-4. 5 
Matthew 11. 25-30 
 
For Medical Work  
Ecclesiasticus 38. 1-6 
Psalm 30. 1-6 
James 5. 13-16 
Matthew 11. 1-6 or Luke 4. 31-40 
 

 
 
 

ABBREVIATION OF BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 
 

Old Testament 
Gen. (Genesis) 
Exod. (Exodus) 
Lev. (Levitcus) 
Num. (Numbers) 
Deut. (Deuteronomy) 
Josh. (Joshua) 
Ruth 
Sam. (Samuel) 
Kings 
Chron. (Chronicles) 
Ezra 
Neh. (Nehemiah) 

Esther 
Job 
Ps. (Psalms) 
Prov. (Proverbs) 
Eccles. (Ecclesiastes) 
Song of Sol. (Song of Solomon) 
Isa. (Isaiah) 
Jer. (Jeremiah) 
Lam. (Lamentations) 
Ezek. (Ezekiel) 
Dan. (Daniel) 
Hos. (Hosea) 

Joel 
Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Mic. (Micah) 
Nahum 
Hab. (Habakkuk) 
Zeph. (Zephaniah) 
Hag. (Haggai) 
Zech. (Zechariah) 
Mal. (Malachi) 

 
Apocrypha 

Esdras 
Tobit 
Judith 
Wisd. (Wisdom of Solomon) 

Ecclus. (Ecclesiasticus/Sirach) 
Baruch 
Song of the Three (Song of the 

Three Children) 

Susanna (The History of Susanna) 
Bel and the Dragon 
Prayer of Manasseh 
Mac. (Maccabees) 

 
New Testament 

Matt. (Matthew) 
Mark 
Luke 
John 
Acts (Acts of the Apostles) 
Rom. (Romans) 
Cor. (Corinthians) 

Gal. (Galatians) 
Eph. (Ephesians) 
Phil. (Philippians) 
Col. (Colossians) 
Thess. (Thessalonians) 
Tim. (Timothy) 
Titus 

Philemon 
Heb. (Hebrew) 
James 
Pet. (Peter) 
John (letters of John) 
Jude 
Rev. (Revelation) 
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